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Italian awards for dance: Positano and Padua
Bookending the month of September were two most important dance awards which take place
in Italy: Europe’s oldest is in Positano near Naples, and its youngest (now 6 years old) in
Padua, near Venice. It should be noted that neither is a ‘competition’ but are both ‘prizes’, a
constituted jury wishing to recognise artists who have recently made a mark in the world of
ballet and dance in general (as well as in various fields linked to the art of dancing).

The splendid setting of the Spiaggia Grande of Positano was again the location for the 52nd
edition of Premio Positano Léonide Massine per l’Arte della Danza, a prestigious event
given Positano’s historical ties with the world of dance (Massine, Diaghilev, Nureyev etc.).
This year, a jury comprising company directors gave the ‘Dancer of the Year’ award to Lucía
Lacarra, an internationally renowned Spanish artist, for her long and remarkable ongoing stage
career. She last won a Positano Prize in 1995.
The Lifetime Achievement Award went to Dada Mesimo, a South African choreographer
and dancer, known for her re-interpretations of classical ballets into which she manages to
integrate contemporary African dance. The Dissemination and Promotion of the Arts Award
was awarded to Michela Lucenti. Among the dancers receiving prizes and who performed,
Sae Eun Park and Germain Louvet from Paris Opéra Ballet, Shale Wagman (also from Paris
Opéra), Rebecca Bianchi from Rome Opera Ballet and Martina Arduino and Marco Agostino
from La Scala, Milan. The overall running of the event, supported by the Municipality of
Positano, is entrusted to Laura Valente, with artistic scheduling for the gala evening by
Alessio Carbone.

Meanwhile, the reputation of the ‘Sfera d’Oro’ National Award for Dance, organised at
the Teatro Verdi, Padua by Gabriella Furlan Malvezzi and a jury of international experts
under Alfio Agostini, continues to grow. Established in 2019, the Award is for leading Italian
dancers in companies across Europe and beyond, but it also recognizes Italians of particular

note in related fields: Elsa Piperno, a pio-
neer of modern dance in Italy,was the recipient of a Lifetime Achievement Award; Paola
Cantalupo, once an étoile and now director of the Rosella Hightower school in Cannes
received the Pedagogy and Education Award; Roberta Guidi di Bagno, a costume designer
with an international career, was recognised with the Scenery and Costumes for Dance
Prize and Vincenzo Lamagna,
was awarded the Music for
dance Award named after
Riccardo Drigo, the composer
of ballets in 19th century Rus-
sia who was originally from
Padua.
The award-winning dancers
performed, some with their
guest partners, at the gala cer-
emony which took place at the
Tea t ro  Verd i :  Giudi t t a
Bianchetti (Ballet Biarritz
Malandain), Nicola Di Vico
(Opéra de Paris) Martina
Giuffrida (Compañía nacional
de Danza, Madrid), Rosario
Guerra (freelance), Alice
Mar i an i  and  Ma t t i a
Semperboni (Teatro alla
Scala), Martin Nudo (Finnish
National Ballet) and Silvia Selvini (Royal Danish Ballet).
Students of the PNSD, Cannes, performed a creation by choreographer Filipe Portugal
in homage to their director Paola Cantalupo; others from the National Dance Academy
of Rome under Annamaria Galeotti danced rare pieces from Les Millions d’Arlequin by
Petipa to music by Riccardo Drigo reconstructed by Toni Candeloro; while James Streeter
and Erina Takahashi from English National Ballet performed a duet from Akram Khan’s
Giselle to music of the award-winning Vincenzo Lamagna.

Dada Masilo in Positano (ph. V. Fusco)

Silvia Selvini and Guilherme De Menezes
from Royal Danish Ballet in the pas de

deux from “Cinderella”, c. Gregory Dean
(ph. M. Sguotti)

Nina Loory (left) et Gabriella Furlan (center)
giving to Paola Cantalupo the “Pedagogy and

Education Award”  (ph. M. Sguotti)

director of Philadelphia Ballet since 2014, an
American ensemble that has grown under him
and achieved wider recognition in the United
States. In their next season, after the

inevitable Nutcracker in George Balanchine’s
version, a truly popular end-of-year classic
across America and a revival of Corella’s own
production of Swan Lake, the spring will see

his new Boléro set to Ravel in a triple bill
alongside Dance Card by Russell Ducker and
with a new work by Australian choreographer
Stanton Welch.
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